
Welcome to the  Daily Pilot  Ý Topstory

T

Simulating the Big One

Cities statewide participate in drill to prepare
for the quake expected to be stronger than
Northridge.

By Joseph Serna

Updated: Thursday, November 13, 2008 9:47 PM PST
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here were lots of questions Thursday
morning.

ÒWhat am I supposed to do?Ó and ÒI have no
idea whatÕs going onÓ could be heard among
the mutterings of 50 or so chattering in
Costa MesaÕs Emergency Operation Center.

The questions and confusion there were no
doubt shared among similar centers across
eight Southern California counties Thursday
morning. After all, thatÕs what the day was
all about, when more than 5 million people
participated in the countryÕs largest-ever
earthquake drill.

From learning who was responsible for
rescue efforts, to whom to turn to for
bringing back electricity or improving
communications, Thursday was the day
Costa Mesa and Newport Beach city officials
aimed to iron out the process, so when the
Big One really does come, they will all be
ready to respond.

Newport-Mesa and the rest of Southern California were presented with this scenario: At 10 a.m.
Thursday, a magnitude 7.8 earthquake centered at the southern end of the San Andreas Fault
causes massive destruction and death in the region.

Are we ready?

In Costa Mesa, city workers casually evacuated buildings shortly after 10 a.m., assuredly more
relaxed because it was only a drill.

Meanwhile, city leaders, including City Manager Allan Roeder, Police Chief Chris Shawkey and Fire
Department Chief Mike Morgan, worked with other administrators to set up the cityÕs Emergency
Operations Center to deal with the fictional crisis.

By 10:35 a.m., it was up and running. Immediately, phone calls began coming in about the
damage.

A building at 611 Anton Blvd. had all its windows blown out, a school had caught fire but the
children were safely evacuated, and at least one building had collapsed. Emergency officials said
the Neighborhood Community Center suffered a partial collapse, and the bridge from Victoria
Street over the Santa Ana River had also collapsed.

In Newport Beach, emergency officials conducted a similar drill, evacuating more than 500 city
employees an hour before the Òearthquake.Ó After the 10 a.m. earthquake, city officials and
volunteers were deployed throughout the city, checking on local schools and neighborhoods. Every
school in the Newport-Mesa school district participated in the drill, along with Hoag Memorial
Hospital Presbyterian.
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Nursing student Rachel Jackson is lowered down
eight flights of stairs in the Hoag Hospital West
Tower as she and other lab techs and nurses
participate in the countywide mock earthquake
drill.
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Hospital officials said they reacted as if the roof of the Emergency Room had collapsed, and they
had to transport patients down stairwells and send patients to other hospitals.

ÒHow you practice is how you perform,Ó said Shawkey, who had just finished a mock news
conference where he fielded questions from city employees posing as reporters. ÒYou do this to see
how you can make it better.Ó

JOSEPH SERNA may be reached at (714) 966-4619 or at joseph.serna@latimes.com .
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heybrad  wrote on Nov 13, 2008 11:06 PM:

" ...so basically Costa Mesa inspite of the report I
believe most took this exercise serious and you can bet
it helped for when and if the real thing ever happens.
Again I was only privvy to the news conference but I am
pretty sure it was an awesome exercise and totally
valuable for the City and it's residence. Plus with the
new EOC and it's video, audio etc equipment this had to
be a huge benefit to those who would use this room in
that situation. Good job City of Costa Mesa!!! "
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heybrad  wrote on Nov 13, 2008 11:01 PM:

" ...we covered everything, casualties, infrastucture,
hospitals, evac centers, triage I don't think anyone could
come up more then we did. The Daily Pilot wasn't
actually there when Wendy Leece and the Chiefs gave
their actual briefings at the begining of the news
conference which by the way was extremely thorough.
These guys through their performance reassured myself
that if this ever happens while we are at work I know we
will be lead by 2 of the Best in their field. cont.... "
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heybrad  wrote on Nov 13, 2008 10:53 PM:

" What a dissapointing report on the day. I don't know
how it went with all the drills this day but I can tell you a
little more about the Emergency News Conference as I
was there. In fact I was one of those "Posing" as a
reporter LOL!! We drilled Council Member Wendy Leece
and Chiefs Mike Morgan and Christopher Shawkey. I
personally grilled them with about 8 questions before the
Daily Pilot even arrived. Others also threw out their
questions so we all could see how things would work
and how prepared staff was. continued.... "
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Users will only be required to register once and all registrants must
supply a username, password and valid email address that we will
check for authenticity. Those comments flagged for abuse will be
reviewed by the editing team and taken down if we agree the comment
crosses the line of good taste and community standards. As usual,
reader comments must be free of obscenity, profanity or content of a
questionable nature. The readers comments are your Town Hall forum.
Please keep the debate civil and above board and thank you for your
participation.

Add Your Comments

Registered Users Sign in Here

*Member ID:

*Password:

Remember login?
(requires cookies)

 Forgot Your Password?

 Login

Become a Registered User

Do not use usernames or passwords from
your financial accounts!

Note: Fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required!

*Create a
Member ID:
*Choose a
password:
*Re-enter

password:
*E-mail

Address:
*Year of Birth:

 
(children under 13 cannot

register)

First Name:

Last Name:

City:

Zip Code:

 Create Account

Terms of Use  | Privacy Policy

Copyright © 2008 Daily Pilot

www.orangecounty-criminalattorney.com
www.orangecounty-dui.com

Los Angeles DUI Lawyer: www.laduidefenseteam.com
Los Angeles Criminal Lawyer: Criminal Defense Lawyer Gregory Caplan

Daily Pilot - Serving Newport Beach & Costa Mesa, California http://www.dailypilot.com/articles/2008/11/13/topstory/dpt-sha...

2 of 2 11/16/08 11:14 PM


