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An innovative new wheelchair will soon be available to clients of STARC, thanks to a donation from Chevron.
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STARC clients and board members pictured
with Chevron Emergency Medical
Coordinator Danny Hall are, from left, Patrice
Harrison, Beth Mitchell, Rhonda Clark, Hall,
Mark Baham and Thomas Mills. (Staff Photo
by Anne Lautzenheiser)
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The oil company, which opened an office in Covington in 2007, recently donated three motorized wheelchairs to
the agency. Known as a Power Chair, the machine is capable of climbing stairs or moving up any inclined
surface thanks to a rotating track system.

The chair is manufactured by ParaMed Systems, a Utah company that first developed the idea about 10 years
ago with an eye to eliminating back injuries for first responders when transporting patients up or down a flight of
stairs. Chevron Emergency Medical Coordinator Danny Hall met the company’s CEO at a conference a couple
of years ago, and thought the idea would be helpful for its offshore sites. “The offshore environment is very
challenging, in that we always have to go up to the heliport,”
said Hall. “It presents a risk of additional trauma to both the
EMT and the patient, plus it’s very slow going, so the additional
time required can be detrimental.”

Hall and Chuck Hebert, an emergency medical technician who
conducts training for Chevron’s emergency personnel, began
working with ParaMed to redesign the chair for an industrial
environment.

A number of prototypes were designed and after a series of tests
under a variety of conditions, the company found a model that
worked for them.

Since outfitting the Chevron fleet with the chairs, Hall said
several successful evacuations have been conducted, including
five cases documented as patient “saves.”

Once the company no longer needed the prototypes, Hall began
looking for a local organization that might be able to use them.

The chairs run more than $6,000 each, which is a difficult
investment for a nonprofit organization such as STARC.

The agency serves individuals with developmental disabilities,
and a few of its clients are physically disabled as well. The
chairs can be used in event of emergencies or on a longer-term
basis in cases of short-term disability.

Mark Baham, STARC’s Assistant Director, said the chairs would
help their clients in ways previously unimaginable.

“This will help them go places and do things they might not have been able to do before,” said Baham.
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WRITE A COMMENT
Use the form below to post a brief comment to this story, or respond to other readers. Please use the word count
tool to assist you in keeping your remarks to 100 words or fewer.

Comment posters are responsible for the opinions they express and the accuracy of the information they provide.
We urge comment writers to treat this as a public forum where manners matter. We encourage a collegial,
non-insulting tone. All readers comments must be approved by our staff before posting to the Web site. They
review submitted comments periodically during the day for offensive or off-topic content before posting. Be
aware, in accordance with the Communications Decency Act and provisions upheld in judicial appeal, that you
are responsible for comments posted on this Web site. The St. Tammany News is not liable for messages from
third parties.

DO NOT POST:
* Potentially libelous statements or damaging innuendo.
* Obscene, explicit, or racist language.
* Personal attacks, insults or threats.
* The use of another person's real name to disguise your identity.
* Comments unrelated to the story.
* Personal Information (phone numbers, addresses, etc.)

Opinions, advice and all other information expressed in thesttammanynews.com's reader comments represent the
individual's own views and not necessarily those of the St. Tammany News. The St. Tammany News does not
endorse and is not responsible for statements, advice or opinions offered by anyone other than authorized St.
Tammany News spokespersons.

Your thoughtful contribution to the online discussion is appreciated.
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